





























































































































































































































"Marcy Tigerman" To: <comments-southwestern-coronado@fs.fed.us>
<mtigerman@cox .net> cc:

Subject: Rosemont Mine
05/05/2008 07:28 PM

I am writing in support of stopping the proposed Rosemont Mine. My overarching reason-is the loss of
habitat, open space and the end of the scenic route 83 as we know it. | have ridden horseback patrol for
the Forest Service concentrating my time in Rosemont Junction. There are many uses for this beautiful
country and mining should not be one of them.

I don’t believe that Augusta Resources have complied with information on how mining would affect critical
ground water reserves. Sure there will be jobs for people but | believe that cleaner technology could also
provide jobs for the residents of southeastern AZ. The long term effects of waste, tailings, toxic by
products, the destruction of more precious open space, critical habitat pales into insignificance compared
to the profits for Augusta and jobs for our citizens. Certainly we can do better. The mine will scar our
desert forever. :

Please do the homework, please keep hands off Rosemont.

Marcy Tigerman



"Barbara” To: “international Dark-Sky Association" <ida@darksky.org>

<bdarlin@earthlink .net> cc: ‘ .
Subject: Rosemont /Davidson Canyon/Cal-Portland and Seel mines???
05/05/2008 04:12 PM

| have been to your web-site, and being a VERY
concerned citizen who also happens to be a land owner 3
miles north of Rosemont Ranch, and live on the Davidson
wash, | am very distressed about all the light pollution
(just to mention one form of pollution) that will come with
4 mines within miles of my home. What can | do? How
can | be of assistance to your efforts to preserve our
beautiful dark skies and the health of the major Arizona
Industry, Astronomy which contributes over 100 million
dollars annually to the State's economy?

Pima and Coconino Counties have previously declared
that dark skies are a natural resource to be protected
along with other natural resources, such as air and our
water quality. Dark Skies are also a significant
component of the Sonoran Desert Conservation Plan
currently being developed to accommodate future growth
while preserving the environmental features of Southern
Arizona that are such a vital part in the quality of life in our
area.

Please give me some guidance. | am open for
suggestions on how to best help in this cause!

Respectfully,

Barbara J. Raley
15551 E. Adobe Mesa Place




Vail, AZ 85641
520-762-9115
bdarlin @ earthlink.net




"Wayne Tomasi" To: comments-southwestern-coronado@fs.fed.us

<wayne .tomasi@gmail . cc:
com> Subject: Rosemont Copper Mine

05/04/2008 05:38 PM

USDA Forest Service
Coronado National Forest
300 West Congress Street ,
Tucson, Arizona 85701 K T
4 May 2008

Dear Sir or Madam,

I was somewhat disillusioned and very disappointed after attending the Open House Forum on 23
April 2008 at the Elgin Elementary School concerning the proposed Rosemont Copper Project
Mine Plan of Operation. At the Open House, too many questions were left either unanswered or
insufficiently answered. I believe many of these questions could have been more completely
addressed had an environmental impact study been completed beforehand. It seems odd to me
that the Open House Forums are being held before completing the necessary studies.

It also seems peculiar to me that the National Forest Service is advocating construction of
the mine. The Coronado National Forest is owned by the constituents of the United States of
America — the National Forest Service is simply the agency assigned the duty of administering
the use of the land and I do not believe exploitation is (or should be) one of their goals. The
thought of the National Forest Service approving construction of a mine against the will of the
people most directly and adversely affected by it, is absurd. As the name implies, the Forest
Service is charged with the task of servicing forest lands, not foreign investment companies or
foreign countries.

The key player in the proposed mine seems to be Augusta Resource Corporation, which is
headquartered in Vancouver, British Columbia, and specializes in mining exploration and
development. Since they are an investment company, they have the most to gain from
constructing the mine and virtually nothing to lose. The Tucson NBC affiliate television station
recently reported that Augusta Resource Corporation has already sold $150 million in silver
futures from the proposed mine. This seems a bit premature since the forums were only recently
completed and, according to the Coronado National Forest Service spokesperson present at the
Elgin Forum, there is still a rather lengthy process that must be completed before the National
Forest Service will render its final decision. '

At the Elgin forum, I heard several people ask a ranking Rosemont Mining Company
employee where the ore from the mine was going and their response was that it really did not
matter as it had nothing to do with the mine or its operation. However, it does matter to some of
us. The thought of a foreign investment company exploiting our country's natural resources is
appalling, especially if the final destination for the minerals extracted from the mine is another
foreign country.

There are several additional issues pertaining to the proposed Rosemont Copper Project
Mine Plan that I would like to address: water, traffic and housing, pollution, and scenery.

Water — The proposed mine site is very near Tucson, which is already water challenged.




Extracting 5000 to 8000 acre-feet of water from an already water depressed water table
is ludicrous. I don't think it takes a hydrological engineer to determine the water table
will suffer severe consequences, which means the people of Tucson as well as the
residents of Sonoita, Elgin, Canelo, and Patagonia will also suffer. Santa Cruz County,
which shares a common watershed with the proposed mine site, is c¢onsidering a
referendum that will require land owners to prove a 100-year supply of water before
being issued a building permit. It doesn't sound like there is enough water available for
both the people in the area and the mine and apparently the National Forest Service
thinks the mine is more important than the people. ’

Traffic and Housing — It is estimated that the mine will employ 500 full time
employees. Where will they come from? The residents of the Sonoita/Elgin area are
comprised primarily of three types of people: 1) ranchers whose families in many cases
have lived in the area for generations, 2) college educated professionals who are either
retired or already have good jobs in Tucson, Sierra Vista, or Fort Huachuca, and 3)
highly motivated and very successful contractors, who are intelligent, self-educated
individuals. I doubt very seriously that any of these people are interested in employment
at the mine. Consequently, where will the employees come from, where will they live,
and how will they travel to and from the mine? Since there is very little housing
available in the Sonoita/Elgin area affordable to people making $59,000 per year; either
low-income high-density housing would have to be built in the area or the employees
would have to commute from Tucson. If adequate housing were constructed in Sonoita,
what would happen to the residents and the facilities after the mine closes in 20 years?
State Route 83 was not built for high-density traffic and 500 employees would certainly
produce significant traffic. In addition, there would be 40 or more large ore-laden trucks
traveling from the mine each day and then returning later the same day. Can you imagine
the traffic dilemma this will produce on the highway?

Pollution — There are several active open-pit copper mines in Arizona and numerous
others that are now closed. The dust produced from the massive earth-moving equipment
and transport trucks necessary to operate an open pit mine is enormous. The debris,
when combined with the prevailing winds prevalent in the area, would surely produce a
perpetual dust bowl. How do the mine operators or the National Forest Service plan to
control the air quality? In addition, the acid used in the leach fields characteristically
found around copper mining activities could result in immediate health concerns for
those living nearby and create an environmental hazard lasting for centuries.

Scenery — The Rosemont Mine would cover a vast area along the east side of the
Rosemont Mountain Range totally destroying the splendid view and certainly adversely
affecting the local habitat. The mine extends east to within a half mile of State Route 83,
and a large portion of the proposed mine site is at a lower elevation than the road and
will, therefore, be clearly visible from the highway. From the maps presented at the
Elgin Forum, it appears that most (if not all) of the actual open pit will be on private land
and most (if not all) of the tailings would be dumped on public National Forest land. It




don't think it is appropriate for our federal forests to be used as a dumping grounds for
private waste materials. In addition, State Route 83 is designated a scenic highway;
however, I suppose it could be reclassified as not-so-scenic (or even ugly) after
construction begins since I doubt that very many people will consider the tailings from
an open-pit copper mine particularly scenic? The Rosemont Mine contingency showed
an interesting time-lapse projection at the Elgin Forum depicting the evolution of the
mine site over the next 20 to 25 years. The final slide showed an unscathed landscape
except for the open pit itself. The grass in the area will probably reclaim itself within a
few years: however, 1 fail to see how the slow-growing oak and mesquite trees will
miraculously reappear and reach full growth within five years of the mine shutting down.

It seems rather obvious to everyone who will be directly affected by the mine that the
people involved in the initial planning have their own agenda and are concerned primarily with
their personal selfish interests. Apparently the Rosemont Mine and Coronado National Forest
management teams believe they are dealing with a group of complacent and illiterate locals,
which is rather insulting in itself. They have certainly neglected to take the needs, concerns, and
well-being of the people living in the area into consideration.

Respectfully Submitted,

Wayne F. and Cheryl F. Tomasi Dave and Dorene Daiss
HC1 Box 35 P.O. Box 775

107 Blue Sky Lane Sonoita, Arizona 85637
Elgin, Arizona 85611 60 Blue Sky Lane
520-455-9278 Flgin, Arizona 85611

wayne.tomasi(@email.com 520-455-9300




Glenn Coburn To: comments-southwestern-coronado@fs.fed.us
<glenncoburn@juno .co cc:
m> Subject: Proposed Open Pit Mine - Santa Rita Mountains

05/04/2008 12:25 PM

Hello Forest Service.............

I am contacting you regarding my STRONG OPPOSITION to the proposed
Canadian Corporations

plans to open an open pit mine in the pristine Santa tha Mountams of
Arizona. This mine would not

only defile our environment and scenic beauty BUT would require massive
amounts of water which

would be used to process the copper. This would be tragic both from an
environmental standpoint and

the depletion of my water supply. This would be a disgrace and an
abandonment by the U.S. Forest Service's

duty to protect the forest and protect the people who depend on this area and
its water, to let this project go forward.

Regards,

Glenn Coburn - Realtor

Tierra Antigua Realty

(520) 203-4028 / (520) 762- 9350
Email: glenncoburn@juno.com
web site: www.glenncoburn.com




"Lois O'Brien" To: <comments-southwestern-coronado@fs.fed.us>

<Ibobrien@cox .net> cc:
Subject: Rosemont-thank you for listening.
05/03/2008 04:27 PM _

May 3, 2008
Dear Forest Service:

| am very much opposed to the Rosemont Mine, for two reasons. The first is,water. The second is US
government and Forest Service reimbursement.

The Green Valley aquifer has been dropping 2 feet a year for several years they say. Rosemont plans to
bring in Colorado River Water, but | haven’t seen any measurements comparing what they would bring in
that way with what they would use. Also, the lakes supplying the river are running low, and there is no
guarantee that they will refill, and that the combined SanPedro and Colorado River water would continue
to support Green Valley and Sahuarita and Tubac and Amato, after having passed more upstream users. |
would hate to see people driven from their homes by lack of water, but this could happen even without the
mine. With it, it would be much faster.

Is there any way to shut down the mine if this should start to occur? In California the oldest user of water
has water rights. Is that so here?

If not, then | am adamantly opposed to the mine. Unless they bring in water from the ocean, and
desalinate it if necessary for mining operations. The oceans are supposed to rise with global warming, not
fall. So that supply wouldn’t be exhausted, and after the mine closes after 20 years, the desalination plant
and or transport pipe or canal could be used for homeowners, who surely will not be able to afford such a
thing on their own. Not Pima county, not Tucson, not Green Valley, not Sahuarita, not even Arizona could
afford such an expense now. Whether the mine could, they would have to decide.

I don’t like the habitat destruction, but copper isn’t found everywhere in the world, and it seems to be the
best material for many projects. So without the water problem, | would reluctantly approve, IF the royalties
paid for removal of the copper were sufficient to aid the US and Forest Service budgets. | read once that
lumbering companies paid pennies on the dollar to the government compared to what they paid private
land owners. | fear this may be true also for minerals. | forgot to ask that when | attended your meeting. If
all of the money goes to Canadian countries, and the copper is sent to China for smelting, and while there
presumably manufactured into tubing and wire, does the US even get pennies per pound? | wish | had
asked about this at the meeting. Royalties for the mineral rights? Or were they sold with the land?

Fair is fair. Rosemont is likely to take both water and copper from the region, damaging the life of
residents and taking an asset from the American people as a whole. Jobs are not enough to replace this
danger. Unless the water is obtained elsewhere and the possible allotment of CAP water for the San
Pedro Basin not used, and the US government receives a fair amount, comparable to private lands, for
any land used to remove the copper, it shouid not happen.

Sincerely,

Lois B. O'Brien, Ph. D., Entomology

Ibobrien @ cox.net

2313 W. Calle Balaustre,

Green Valley, AZ, 85614 Please add me to the mailing list.




Chad To: comments-southwestern-coronado@fs.fed.us
<azepicriderandrunner cc:
@gmail.com> Subject: Santa Ritas

05/02/2008 12:41 PM

To whom it may concern,

I am 100% against the idea of mining in the Rosemont area. The area has some pristine wildlife,
along with the Arizona Trail running past the mine. I have frequented this trail near Box Canyon
on a yearly basis; it would be a shame to have such a pristine area be wrecked from another mine
that will eventually close down. My grandfathers, uncle, father, stepfather, and brothers all
worked for Magma, which was bought out by BHP. I come from a family of miners. BHP, as you
know, closed their doors at the plight of the workers and town of San Manuel. Will you let this
happen again?

Chad




Nathan Baliantyne To: comments-southwestern-coronado@fs.fed.us
<wnb@email .arizona .ed cc
u> Subject: Rosemont Copper Project

05/02/2008 09:16 AM

To Whom It May Concern:

I will, in this brief note, to voice my fears about the development of
lands for mining operations in the Santa Ritas.

Since moving to Tucson in 2005, I have spent many weekends hiking and
mountain biking in the Santa Ritas. Southern Arizona has become my home
due in large part to the natural resources. I have invited friends and
family to visit the area, and everyone who visits hopes to return soon.
The public land that is at risk must be kept available for the public.
The scenic area that would be compromised by mining must be retained for
generations to come. It would be short-sighted -- and all too human, it
seems to me -- for the mining project to go ahead. We can do better.

The biodiversity that is characteristic of the sky islands in the
National Forest deserves special notice. My research indicates that
Augusta is untried in the mining industry. But the record of mining in
Arizona and elsewhere should guide our expectations: we can expect the
loss of biodiversity -- and air, water, and noise pollution.

I wish to emphasize the importance of protecting the species in the area
that are known to be vulnerable. The Arizona Fish & Game Dept. reports
that the following vulnerable species have range in the Rosemont Ranch:
Bell's Vireo, Mexican Long-tongued Bat, Western Red Bat, Lowland Leopard
Frog, Rufous-winged Sparrow, and the Giant Spotted Whiptail Lizard.
These creatures must be protected and I trust the ultimate decision will
reflect the value of the biodiversity.

Thank you for reading this brief note. I look forward to more public
discussion about the Rosemont project and research into the impact of
the proposed mine.

Sincerely,
Nathan Ballantyne

Department of Philosophy
University of Arizona




"Greg Money" To: <comments-southwestern-coronado@fs.fed.us>
g

<gmoney@vailaz .com> cc:
Subject: ATTN: Rosemont Team Leader
05/01/2008 11:04 AM bl

I was riding my Dual Sport in Rosemont 4/19 at the posted 15 MPH Forest Service Map Road,w
hen low and behold 3 Red Well drilling trucks come around a blind corner exceeding the posted
15 MPH Speed limit and I had to escape being run over by driving into the trees.It seems to me
all Augusta subs want to do to me is make me a hood ornament on their truck! And they claim
they will obey the traffic laws in our neighborhood and National Park?If we are not allowed to
use the area

The Forest Service needs to change the maps for our safety!

No reason my safety should be in jeopardy during the approval process!

When the area is on National Forest Service Map as an approved OHV area.

This is a National Forest a National Treasure

For my family to use and enjoy, if it is lost where am I to go, and is this what the people that
deemed it a National Forest had in mind?

Greg Money

18611 South Sonoita Hwy

Vail AZ 85641






